BIDS-WB workshop

Inclusive urbanisation
policy comes into focus

Bangladesh needs a comprehensive
urbanusation policy along with formulation
of a dedicated institution to deal with
urbanisation-related challenges in the con-
text of climate change experts said on
Thursday.

The global warming-induced impacts
would create multi-pronged straing for the
country in the coming days - enhancing the
flow of migrated people to major cties from
'l'hn-l.,t:wuuldrluethc
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*To address these challenges, a proper
urbanisation policy aloag with effective
urban institutions i3 * she added.

The BIDS DG said the share of urban
population increases naturally with a coun-
try's economic growth. It also happened in
case of Bangladesh as the share of urban
population was oaly 5.0 per cent mn 1974,
and now it crossed 40 per cent.

In the context of urbanisation, climate
change has been causing two mayor chal-
lenges - migration from the country’s vul.
nerable southern parts to the northern
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Institute of Development
Studies (BIDS) and the World Bank (WB).

BIDS Director General (DG) Dr
Binayak Sen chaired the event.

In a presentation, Dr. Forhad Shilps, sen-
W0or economist in the sustainability and
infrastructure team of development
research group - the WB, said the urbanisa.
tion that ook place in the last few decades
remained unstructured and mainly concen-
trated in Dhaka and Chattogram.

But the latest evidence showed that the
urbanisation process has slowly been
spreading across other areas of the country.

"But there are two major concerns - how
the country can spread it in a more produc-
tive way, and handle the climate challenge-
related effect.”

She noted that chimate change would
force many people in coastal regions to
migrate to urban areas, which would cause
congestion and raise demand for housing

takes place mn a planned way, Mr. Sen added.

Citing the Delta Plan 2100, urban plan.
ning expert Professor Nazrul Islam said the
government identified six hotspots, and one
of those was urbanisation.

“There 8 no offically-accepted policy
yet. If the government follows a proper
urbanisation policy, theére will be more
equitable distnbution of economic and
social opportumities,” he opined.

Citing a media report, former finance
mnister M Syeduzzaman said the average
longevity of people here is being cut by
three years because of climate change and
poar air quality.

He suggested the policymakers to deal
the relevant challenges properly, and make
planned urbanisation with equitable distri.
bution of resources.

Economist Mohiuddin Alamgir focused
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on empowenng local gov-
ernment bodies that would
be able o provide neces-
sary services and create a
congenial environment.
He also emphassed apt
governance on land use for
ensuring proper use of the
exsting land in a planned wary.
Dr Ashikur Rahman of
Policy Research Institute of
Bangladesh focused on msti-

tutional development for




